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We mostly use social media and technology for just recreation and entertainment. It has also become a powerful tool in crimes of the powerful. 0Crimes of the powerful may be committed through social media and technology knowingly and unknowingly. They might involve big companies who strive to achieve a particular goal without considering the harm they would cause. People may also support them by encouraging them and using their programs, leading to them committing a crime without their knowledge. The novel, "The Circle" is a perfect example of the real world of the powerful's crime. It leads to exposure of those involved in the crime of the powerful with some very persuasive examples of how they operated. I was shocked to learn how they have an extremely organized structure and how influential they can be in performing their actions.
As the name of the novel suggests, the company involved is known as "The Circle." Sincerely, to me, it was fascinating and captivating. It is a high-tech company that is initially a result of one young man's explorations, which is later implemented by the other two men referred to as "the wisemen." They believe and aim at an era where every human action, thought, achievement, or learning is seen. They argue that everything that is happening has to be transparent and recorded. To most people, the circle's inventions are incredible, but if we look at it from a different angle, they are a crime of the powerful that is mostly overlooked and are viewed as not crimes at all. It shows how companies can work together with the government to commit illegal activities. They usually interfere with everything and use every institution within the state they are operating in, and the degree of organization can vary dramatically (Rothe and Kauzlarich,2016).


The Circle company introduces many programs that interfere with people's privacy, from its workers then to the whole state. They do not allow people to protect their privacy as much as they should. I believe that even today, we do not protect our privacy. For example, when using our smartphones, let's say that some sites require us to provide all our personal information when purchasing a product online. I thought about it, and I noted that we don't even think twice before we type in the information. In the novel, we see the main character, Mae, landing a customer experience role at the circle. Her friend Annie works there at a higher rank. Mae fails to attend a brunch, which had been organized by a coworker. The coworker reports Mae to her supervisor, so she is called to the office to discuss why she did not attend. After they are done with the meeting, she learned from Annie that she was following the brush from her office. Mae felt uneasy that Annie had been listening to them without her knowledge. That was an invasion of privacy; at least they should have let Mae know that there was a third party. 
There are some instances where the company argues that no one would commit a crime, knowing that they might be being watched anytime, anywhere. One of the wise men, Bailey, introduces a program known as SeeChange. It involves placing obvious cameras that cannot be easily seen all over. He demonstrates what these cameras can do in a presentation of the employees. He has almost 50 cameras installed without the knowledge of the people being watched. He argues that his friends in the FBI support him because they feel like that would lower crime rates. According to him, it is only a few places in the world they will not have access to from the screens in their hands. I cannot imagine having my every move tracked, being watched even at the comfort of my home without my knowledge and consent. The disturbing thing is that the circle employees find it incredible and think that all that happens needs to be known. 
 	For example, from the book, everyone in the circle is given a tablet where all their information is stored, including your hierarchy,  places you have ever gone, all the foods you have ever eaten, all the people you have ever interacted with. I think that it can be overwhelming. For instance, Mae gets carried away by social acceptance. She has no time for her parents anymore, and she feels that living that kind of life is suitable for everyone. She focuses solely on having more views and followers on her circle account. She tries to convince her ex-boyfriend that it is the best life, but he has a different idea. I agree with him, though; no one ever needs that level of contact the circle offers. It is like they technically determine precisely how one should live their life. The worst part of it all is that anyone can see this in the circle. Every detail of your life is plastered all over for everyone to see.
With time, cameras are installed everywhere, even on them, such that every move one makes, every conversation one has can be seen, not only in the circle but all over the world. We see that whenever Annie and Mae need to talk, they have to go to the bathroom, and they have only three minutes when no one can hear them. Annie has no social life at all; she isolates herself. She even becomes jealous of Mae after all the publicity she gets. Annie falls into depression, and Mae's ex-boyfriend dies while trying to escape the cameras. This is also what happens in our lives today. Because of the pressure we get from people who want to know what goes into our lives and try so hard to please them, we become so depressed. It happens mostly in high tech companies like the circle; they have to spend long hours in front of their computers to do their jobs. Most jobs today require constant use of computers. With the growing technology, every company is striving to do everything electronically. I don't think any sane person would be productive with this kind of pressure because they are always thinking about what they should do next. It can all be very overwhelming.
I feel like social media and technology have both negatively and positively affected how we conduct ourselves in our daily lives. It is like whatever people do these days depends on what other people think of them. They aim to gain approval from people around the world. I am, however, happy that some people don't live in that manner. It is very dangerous for a single technology company to become a monopoly. Just imagine a world where a single company controls all the flow of information and access to it. That means that they control everything and most of what anyone sees and knows. A company where everyone in the world has to open an account. We should be concerned about what would happen when one company controls all searches and has full access to all individuals' data when every good or bad, like every piece of everyone’s life, flows through a single channel. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Social media and technology are significant and influential. Frankly, if everyone is tracked, we could rarely hear of crimes like murder, kidnapping, and rape. However, if overused, it could lead to harm hence crimes of the powerful. This is because most high-tech companies control the government. It is like the government itself is not transparent at all. Most of them owe their reputations to influential companies. And the problem comes when the politicians start viewing these companies as political, and the desire to use them for their fame increases. Many people believe that life would be better and perfect when everyone has full access to everyone and everything; I agree that the idea is radical and extreme. Information and knowledge are like property; no one can own it. Any information, be it personal or not, deserves to be known by the owner, and not by all. 


REFERENCES
Rothe, D., & Kauzlarich, D. (2016).  In Crimes of the Powerful: An introduction to London: Routledge.


